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missionaries on the Pacific coast are thought to
have demonstrated that these thousands of islands
were once settled by men of a common origin. So
the original seed or parent stock is satisfactorily
ascertained. How came they to this result ? By
reducing those many languages to form and
bringing them within the range of philosophical
investigation and classification.' The Ethnologi-
cal Society, in New York, rarely holds a meeting
where papers from missionaries on this topic are
not read. Missions have furnished the means,
says one, ' that enable the German in his closet
to compare more than two hundred languages,
one with another. He has at his command the
most unpronounceable words in which Eliot
preached ; the monosyllables of China; the lordly
Sanscrit; the multifarious dialects of modern In-
dia ; the smooth languages of the South Sea
Islands; musical dialects of the African tribes;
harsh gutturals of the American Indians, and also
the languages of various Oriental peoples.' Says
Colburn: ' But for the researches of missionaries,
the whole peninsula of Farther India would be in
a great part terra incognita*

" Almost equally important steps in this march
are those by which we enter the realms of botany,
geology, zoology, astronomy, and other depart-
ments of knowledge germane to this subject
Professor Whitney, of Yale College, and Secre-
tary of the American Oriental Society, writes:
* Religion, commerce, and scientific zeal rival one
another in bringing new regions and peoples to
light, and in uncovering the long-buried remains